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THE 


$NARES OF PROSPERITY, 
$$ HON 


AN ESSAY ON VISITING. 


—ͤ——̃ U: —————Z : 


By JouN CLAYTON. 


A 


| The Proſperity of Fools ſhall deſtroy hem. Soronos. 


Proſperity diſſolves the yielding ſoul, 
And the bright Sun of ſhining fortune melts 
The firmeſt Virtue down. Beware, my friends, | 
Be greatly cautious of Proſperity ! 


' Defend your ſliding hearts; and, trembling, think 
How thoſe who buffeted Affiifion's waves 


With vig'rous Virtue, ſunk in Pleaſure's calm. Monz. 
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T. PITCHER, x 44, BARBICAN, 

 MDCC LXXXIX, 
[PRICE ONE SHILLING.] 


Ph [ 


TO THE 


R E Ds i 


E N years I have been ſituated in 
London: That ſpace of time has 
giren me an opportunity of making ob- 
ſervations, by which I wiſh I had improved f 


more, and were better able to improve 
others. 


I have ſeen with in Ee do ſee, in 
the religious world, many faithful witneſſes 
to the truth and ſpirit of the Goſpel ; but 
am the grieved ſpectator of others, who did 
run well, and are hindered; yea, ſome are 
reverted wholly to the courſe of this world. 


I have 


in Characters, to be, not ſo much the faut 


f vi 1 


J have conſidered theſe painful revolutions 


of individuals, as that of human nature, placed 


in circumſtances of temptation, ſtrengthened 
with opportunity. This City is famed for 


Commerce, to which, under Providence, it 


owes it's proſperity. Men profeſling godli- 
neſs, are not forbidden, by reaſon or reli- 


gion, to avail themſelves of lawful occaſions, 


which favour their ſecular intereſts. Many 


perſons, whoſe beginnings were ſmall, have 
greatly increaſed. This acceſſion of fortune 


Ba turnace, in which the nature of their 
profeſſion is tried; and, in the fiery trial, 
we are not to expett the faith of all will be 
found to praiſe, and honour, and glory. 


1 he following Sermon v was preached ſome 


time ago, and is now printed, not becauſe it 


has any claims, in point of compoſition; but 


to counteract the ill effects of increaſing 


wealth, and to ſtir up to the duties binding 
on a ſuperior condition. Theſe reaſons may 
recommend it to a candid peruſal, or be its 


excuſe. 


Among 


wii ] 

Among thoſe who profeſs a regard to the 
anſecular Kingdom of CHRIST, we find, too 
frequently, the firſt proofs of ſucceſs in 
buſineſs, are made public, by expenſive fa- 
ſhionable dreſs, houſe, furniture, equipage, 

and frequent paying and receiving viſits. 


' Miniſters who are anxious to win ſouls, 
and edify believers, would be much en- 
couraged, could they ſee the large rewards 
of honeſt induſtry, enjoyed by maſters of 
families, attended with a growing confor- 
mity to men like Cornelius, in almſgiving and 
devotion; and the females imitating Dorcas; 


inſtead of waſting their hours in n unimprov- 
ing circles. 


A view of the dangers of unhallowed 8 
Proſperity, may ſuppreſs the ſpirit of enter- 
prize (to which the preſent conduct of trade, 
and ſtock-gambling invite) by which many 
are aſpiring to gilded miſery. A ſeaſonable 
admonition, may prevent their infringing on 
the property of others, and preſerve from 
mfamy their own characters; and, above all, 
fave from reproach the profeſſion of our 


common 
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common falvation, which a worldly ſpirit 
has brought upon it, eſpecially when in. 
dulged by thoſe, who profeſs 1 * in its moſt 


rigid forms. 


That theſe good purpoſes may bs anſwer. 


ed, by this Mite, caſt into the Treaſury of 
public inſtruction, 1s the ſincere prayer of 


Tus AUTHOR. 


Highbury Place, 


20th January, 1 789, : 


PS ALM Xxx. Os 


| AND IN MY PROSPERITY, | # SAID, I SHALL 
"NEVER. BE MOVED. = 


HIS Prat was probably compoſed 
by David, on his re-viſiting the 
neo after a joyful recovery from ſome 
dangerous illneſs. Having expreſſed his gra- 
titude to Goo, for the event, he, in verſes 
6, 7, deſcribes his former proſperity, ſuc- 
ceeded by affliction : © And, in my Proſpe- 
1 rity, 1 as, 1 ſhall never be moved: 
2 1 © LoRD» 
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{28-1 : 
„Lok, by thy favour, thou haſt made 
* my mountain to ſtand ſtrong: Thou didf 


hide thy face, and I was troubled.” 


On reading our Text, we are made ac- 
quainted with one of the principal ſnares of 
Proſperity; - that 1s, Security. 1 


„ ſhall never be moved.” He had enjoyed 


health; but it was followed by /ickneſs. The 
ſtrong man muſt not glory in his ſtrength, 


The frame of our bodies, the accidents to 
which they are expoſed without, and the 
diſeaſes they are liable to within, may con- 
vince us, that the moſt robuſt in conſtitu- 


tion © are graſs,” which may not only wither, 
but die m an 1 hour. 


Mental advantiges are uncertain alſo. We 


have heard of ſome, who have had a diſtin- 


guiſhed rank among the wiſe, being reduced 
to idiotiſm, in the prime of life, * g 


without eee, 


Age Se: impairs 1 af ind 


It is faid, that the great NzwTow, in the 
advanced period of his life, was unable to 


; 9 N £3 5 pee 


„ 

comprehend his own works: That under- 
ſtanding, which once penetrated far beyond 
the limits of the viſible creation, became ſo 
debilitated, as to be incapable of retracing 
its own progreſs: A memorable inſtance of 
human infirmity, ſufficient to humble Pride, 
and ſilence NET a 

Things that are called, the external goods 
of fortune, are tranſient: Riches make 
| themſelves wings, and fly away, as an Eagle, 
with ſtrength and ſwiftneſs, and ſo as not to 
be recalled. Let tione who poſleſs ſublunary 
good, ſay, Im our Proſperity we ſhall never 
be moved. No human foreſight, or pru- 
dence, can inſure continued proſperity. To 
expect it, as Chriſtians, is to be more pre- 
| ſumptuous than David, who lived under a 
religious conſtitution, that had, by cove- 
nant, temporal rewards annexed to obedience, 
As Chriſtians, we look not for the quiet 
poſſeſſion of a “ Land flowing with milk 
and honey ;” but to an © Inheritance in- 


* Knox. ; | 
B 2 cor- 


1 


5 3 5 em undefiled, and that fadeth not 
* away, reſerved in Heaven.” 


5 Agreeably to this, Lord Bacon obſerves, 
that © Proſperity was the bleſſing of the 
Old Teſtament, and A4dver/ity of the New; 
« yet, in the Old Teſtament, if we liſten to 
« David's Harp, we hear as many Hearſe- 
like airs, as Carols; and the pencil of the 
« Hol v Ghost has laboured more, in de- 
ſeribing the afflictions of Job, than the 


5 felicities of Solomon.” 


In the A of light and joy, let none 
neglect to prepare for the approaching days 
of forrow and darkneſs. = 


The ſubject which the Text offers to our 
meditation, a me to ſhew, 5 


PL What Proſperity 1S 3 and vy it is 
attended with inares. | 


2dly. What thoſe 5. are. And, 


1. How x they: are to be avoided. = 
I, Firſt, 


BEEP, 


& - F irſt. Proſperity conſiſts in a con- 
fluence of earthly enjoyments ; which may 


include Wealth. Solomon ſays, Ecc. x. 19. 


« Money anſwereth all things;” it 1s the 


medium, by which every outward advantage 
may be procured. Money is called a defence, 


Ecc. vii. 12. It often gains protection and 
ſafety from dangers; and ſometimes reſcues | 


from the hand of Juſtice, thoſe, whoſe enor- 


mities have merited an ignominious death. 
Honour and Influence. The man is proſpe- 


rous, who has the credit and power of ſupe- 


rior office, civil or eccleſiaſtical ; and, ſhould 


there be a diſplay of ſhining talents in the 
_ diſcharge of official duty, and ſucceſs attend 
their application, his Proſperity is of the 


moſt flattering kind. To complete a proſ- . 
perous condition, there muſt be circumſtan- 
ces that will allow us to gratify our love of 


pleaſure, eaſe, and ſociety ; as Health; for 


what are Wealth, Reputation, and Influence, 
to him, whoſe life is rendered comfortleſs 
and wretched through diſeaſe ? Hear him 
ſpeak; I am made to poſſeſs months of 
* vanity, and weariſome nights are appointed 


*to me. When I he down, I ſay, when 


— ————— — — 
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DAS 


* ſhall I ariſe, and the night be gone? and 


“ am full of toſſings to and fro unto the 
be dawning of the day, Job vii. J 4. A 


Family, wherein to exerciſe ſocial affections, 


a wife, that is as the loving hind and plea. 
ſant roe, and a healthy offspring. Jab, 

under his affliction, mentions, as an ingre- 
dient of his former Proſperity, that“ His 
* children were about him,” Job xxix. 5; 


and ſays, of thoſe who were in that condi- 
tion, that Their ſeed is eſtabliſhed in their 


„ ſight, with them, and their offspring before 
te their eyes. They ſend forth their little 
« ones like a flock, and their children dance. 


e They take the timbrel, and harp, and re- 
* joice at the ſound of the organ.” To our 
domeſtic cir cle muſt be added, agreeable 


connexions in the world; for what 1s life 


without friendſhip! What more  refreſhful 
and comfortable, than the kind converſe, 
and prudent counſels of affectionate friends! 
* Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: 


« ſo doth the ſweetneſs of a man's friend by 


$6 g hearty counſel,” Prov. xxvii. 9. 


heh 


E971 
Theſe are the things which conſtitute a 
ſtate of Proſperity. All are not in the lot 
of every proſperous man; and Wealth only, | 
without Reputation, or Social comforts, is, 
by ſome, deemed ſufficient to place the poſ- 
ſeſſor among the 5 


It may be aſked, Why 18 Proſperity at- 
tended with ſnares ? ? 


There is no evil in the things themſelves, 
that conſtitute Proſperity : They are the gifts 
of Gop. To Him we are indebted for 
Wealth. © The Lox p maketh rich.” 2 Sam. 


F. 7. © The rich and the poor meet to- 


e gether ; the Loxp is the Maker of them 
de ain! Prov; xxii. 2 2. Honour is from Gop, Th 
Pſalm xcv. 6, 7. Health. . 
neſtic felicity. Pfalm Ixviii. 6. And Friends 
are from Him. Gen. xxxix. 2, 3, 4. Theſe 
agreeables in life, flowing from the Good- 
"neſs of Gop, have no tendency to hurt us, 5 
but the contrary. The ſnares of Proſperity 
are in our depraved nature: A bad heart 
counteracts the genuine tendeney of the good 
things of Providence. The Bee and the 
B 4 ä 
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Spider extract honey and poiſon from the 
ſame flower; the poiſon is not in the flower, 
but in the Spider. Good men are often more 
holy in themſelyes, and more uſeful to others, 
in conſequence of creature comforts; whilſt 
the ſenſual (like the Ocean that changes the 
ſweet ſhowers of Heaven into its ſalt qua- 
lit y) turn the bleſſings of Gop into provi- 
805 for their brutiſh laſts. The enſnaring 
nature of earthly good, depends on the gi/= 
poſition of the poſſeſſor. The food that re- 
neus the blood and ſpirits of one man, and 
7 preſerves his life, ſhall nouriſh the ane of 

mother, and haſten his death, by: 


eder * obſerve, f that he. ſnares of Proſ- 
perity, are greater, or leſs, to different per- 
ſons. Some are born to affluence; theſe are 
not expoſed to the ſame degree of danger, a4 

| thoſe who ſuddenly arrive to great eſtate, 


This commercial City, affords many in- 
ſtances of perſons who have haſtily riſen 
from extreme indigence, to overgrown, and, 
| fear, guilty opulency. He that maketh 
F< Halle 1 to be rich, ſhall not be innocent,” 


Haſty 


1 

Haſty gotten wealth, inſnares more than pa- 
trimony, or that which is accumulated by 
low degrees. Not a little will depend on 
the good ſenſe of the proſperous ; if a man 
of weak intellects, or whoſe ſenſe has not 
led him to ſelf-acquaintance, be ſucceſsful, 
his danger is the greater, ſucceſs will occa- 
ſion his more ſpeedy ruin; for, The Proſ- 

« perity of fools ſhall deſtroy them.“ Prov. 
i. 32. The entanglements of a ſuperior 
condition, are ſeldom very perilous, to a man 
whoſe heart is renewed by the grace of the 
_ Goſpel, and who has been led through ſcenes 
of ſanctified affliction ; Theſe will fix ſuch 
a conviction of the vanity of earthly things 
| in the mind, that their preſence, or abſence, 
are not of much conſequence to him, who is 
a genuine diſciple of that Maſter, of whom 
St, Paul had learnt, in every ſtate, to be 
conte. 1 


2. Sec We are to enquire, What 
ſnares there are in a proſperous condition. 


5 They vary in Ae countries, and in ; 
different Places in ** ſame country. The 
wiſe 


e 
wife and happy conſtitution of Engliſh go. 
vernment, will not allow a proſperous and 
powerful Ahab to take away Naboth's vine- 
yard, by oppreſſion or blood. The ſnares 
of the citizen and villager, of the courtier 
and the merchant, are not the ſame. I am 
addreſſing citizens and tradeſmen. The 
ſnares of your Proſperity, I ſhall attempt to 
develop. In a moral view, you all rank with 
the religious, or the zrreligious, (for there is 
no third claſs) 1 _ COONS conſider 


The ſnares attending the n . 
thoſe who are not the ſubjects of ſpiritual | 
wy; nen and N FD the os 


105 Fool ih Pride. Not ah any ; nei has 4 
wiſdom in it, but there is an eſtimate of ſelf, 
the offspring of Proſperity, which expoſes a 
man to the ridicule of the moſt ſuperficial 
obſerver of his behaviour. © Pride com- 
« paſſeth him about as a chain,” Pſalm 
1xxti. 6. He wears it for an ornament about 
his neck. Abundance has increaſed that 
ſenſe of ſelf-importance, which every man 
teels, more or leſs, to a eee, de- 
wry gree. 


U 11 


gree. He always had ſentiments of unjuſt 
ſelf- valuation, which were ever preſent in the 
mind, but theſe have grown, as money has 
been accumulated, This ſelf- importance ſo 

fills him, that he ſpills it in every company, 
and cannot withhold overbearing claims to 
ſuperiority, in any circle, where he . 
hends himſelf the wann 


The abſurdity of his arid, diſcovers it- 
ſelf, if of low parentage, in examining his 
_ pedigree. He fails not to find illuſtrious an- 
ceſtors, and kindred among the great. He 
bluſhes to meet any one, who happens to 
know the hovel in which he was born, and ; 
conceals his real origin, with more ſolicitude, 
than his fouleft crimes. His geſture, walk, 
voice, and addreſs, are changed. When 
Poor, he uſed intreaties; but now he is rich, 

| he anſwers roughly. Prov. xviii, 23. He 
is haughty and contentious, and cannot brook | 
contradiction. His mental furniture ſud- 
denly ſwells to an enormous bulk. While 
he remained in his corner, his knowledge 
was ſcanty; but now he underſtands the moſt 
abſtruſe things, and can pronounce exactly 


what 


a ] 
what is true, juſt, and beautiful in Reli. 
gion, Government, and Learning. No, 
in Proſperity, he imagines he ſhall never be 
moved. Succeſs emboldens him to launch 
into an expenſive ſtyle of life ; a country 
houſe, watering places, and faſhionable a- 
muſements, ſocn precipitate him from the 
ſummit of grandeur he had attained : and 
behold his name is in the Gazette, or his 
perfon in a loathſome priſon ! Thus is he 
inared, and taken. Pride goeth before 

n deſtruQion, and a ham. ax þ . 5 0 before a 
MN Fall; + 
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#4 nts Worldly Proſperity makes the ſalva- 
tion of the ſoul improbable. * How hardly ſhall 
they that have riches enter into the Kingdom 
«of Gop!” Mark x. 23. Their attention is 
confined to the body; and the preſent and fu- 
ture happineſs of the ſou is forgotten, or at 
leaſt diſregarded ; the Goſpel is deſpiſed, and | 
the means of Grace are neglected. I ſpake | 
„ unto thee in thy Proſperity, but thou 
« {ajdſt, I will not hear.“ Jer. xxii. x. if | 
the means of religion be ſlighted, final ruin 
is inevitable; for CHRIST is the Author of | 
„  * eternal 


1 


« eternal Glvation, to thoſe only who ey 
« Him.” 


If perſons of affluence be humane and cha- 
table, their liberality to the poor, furniſhes 


a righteouſneſs, on which they depend; and 
that ill- directed confidence will exclude from 


nw leſt any man ſhould boaſt,” 
unequivocal proof of intereſt in Divine fa- 


ready poſſeſſed. Moreover, their condition 


dom hear the truth; their foibles are conſi- 
dered as virtues, and frequently adopted as 
ſuch, by thoſe, whoſe narrow minds, and 


golden i image, whenever it 18 e 


the Kingdom of Heaven; for % By the deeds 
b of the law, ſhall no fleſh be juſtified: We 
are juſtified freely by Grace, not of works, 


— 
—— — 


Proſperity is conſidered, by many, as an 
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vour. This unſcriptural notion, prevents : 
their ſeeking what they fondly imagine is al- 


deprives them of what the poor man often 
enjoys, faithful warnings and reproofs., The 
rich are ſurrounded with flatterers ; they ſel- 


ſordid paſſions, yield a ready homage to the 
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Thus, by living to our inferior nature, 
the fleſh, and neglecting the means of grace; — 
by ſelf-righteouſneſs, preſumption, and ſer- 
vile adulation, are the proſperous ſnared, ſo 
as finally to be drowned 1 in deſtruction and 
| perdition. 


II. We ate to chi; next, the ſnares, 
which ate apt to entangle reli igious nien in 


8 5 


1ſt. The firſt 1 is, a ſecret „ abba of heart 

from God. The external profeſſion may be 
unblemiſned, while the devout exerciſes of 

the ſoul are few, and languid: | Proſperity 

often leſſens confidence in Gov. Things are 
in a tram; rents, dividends, or the profits 
of a well-eſtabliſhed buſineſs, bring certain 
ſupplies. Faith, in the providential kind- | 
neſs of Gov, is not, in ſuch circumſtances, 
to likely to be exerciſed, as by the man who 
aſks for daily bread, and receives it only for 
the day, not knowing what to-morrow will 
{ ns, wand | 1 


3 . 


Divine 


t 8 3 

Divine meditation is not ſo frequent and 
affectionate. - The affairs of the opulent 
are widely extended. Objects that employ 
thought, and awaken care and anxiety, are 
ſo numerous, that inſtead of reſt, or a re- 
membrance of Gop, on their bed, he 
« abundance of the rich will not ſuffer 
« them to ſleep. The mind is incumbered, 
and performs the debaſing taſk of revolving 
earthly things; while others, leſs loaded 
with thick clay, repoſe, or, remembering 


Gop on their beds, are ſatisfied as with mar- 
row and fatneſs. 


In ordinances, the proſperous are often 
| ſpiritleſs and formal. They are exempt 
from thoſe trials which ſweeten God's pro- 
miſes, and generally add fervour and life to 
prayer. This alienation of heart from Gop, 
appears by the little fellowſhip they have 
with their brethren, in Church communion: 
Their reſt in Zion is not conſtant: They 
behave like ſtrangers; and, in many reli- 
gious ſocieties, the rich are only monthly 
gueſts. Some of the wealthy brethren do 
not forſake the aſſembling of themſelves to- 
ether 3 


A 

gether; but, acting on the maxims of 2 
worldly kingdom, they put in claims to in- 
fluence and ſupertority, which do not add to 
the comfort of Miniſters, or conciliate the 
eſteem of their brethren. From hence it is 
obvious, that Chriſtians, by Profperity, are 
often deprived of the pleaſures of faith, 
divine meditation, and Chriſtian fellow- 


_2dly. Proſperity, too often, leads reli- 
gious men into a ſinful conformity to the 
world: They are conſtrained, from ſocial 
obligations, to a civil intercourſe, with per- 

ſons of their own rank and fortune. Were | 
they to make good men, who are much be- 
low them, their choſen companions, it would 
induce a ſpirit of diſcontent and pride, which 
would render them unhappy, and leſs orna- 
mental in their own inferior ſtation. In 
civil life, every man ſhould keep his rank. 
Proſperity places a man among the rich, 
many of whom are gay and diſſipated, if not 
intolerably vicious. - Aﬀeciation, without 
conformity, is difficult: Hence, good men, 
raiſed above mediocrity of circumſtances, 
phe : | „ 
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are in dungen of complying with the man- 
ners of their equals, in their vain expenſive 
ſhew, their amuſements, late vifits (which 
deſtroy cloſet and family religion) and the 
mode of educating their children. The 
eraſement of the lines of feparation, which 
diſtinguiſn the Church from the World (eſpe- | 
cially among wealthy Proteſtant Diſſenters) 
accounts for the degeneracy of their riſing 
families, from whence, we fear, our decaying 
Churches will not be furniſhed wn re- 
n materials. | 


"_ A Gnful 5 impradent 8 

of the fleſh; The proſperous in this city, 
are fallen into an expenſive, luxurious gra- 
tification of the fleſh, forbidden by good 
ſenſe and Chriſtianity. If you invite an in- 
ferior to à table ſpread with expenſive rari- 
ties, it is a cruel attack upon his feelings, 
which politeneſs. reprobates. Why make 
him feel a painful ſenſe of inferiority, and 
expoſe him to the temptation of envy. or diſ- 
content ? If a ſuperior viſit you, is not your 
aſpiring to equality an offence? If your 
gueſt be an equal, you impoſe on him a 
„ neceſſity 
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neceſſity of entertaining you in like manner, 
for he fears offering an affront, or the im- 
putation of nen * n. a les 
dainty repaſt. 


Dee ſhould de ſ aited to our baue 
| rank, and profeſſional engagements in ſo. 
ciety: But eagerneſs to be in every new 
faſhion, and entering into it's extremes, prove 
theſe exterior things are worn as much in 
the mind, as on the body: And ſurely, 
chriſtians are enſnared, when they dreſs as 
if they forgot, that the beauty of holineſs 
were their chief ornament. "ul 
Never to ſtir out dot in a x cattings; m- 
jures health, and unfits (with other men- 
tioned indulgences) for what may happen 
in a world of perpetual change. « They | 
that did feed delicately, are deſolate in the | 
_ & ſtreets : They that were brought up in 
( ſcaarlet, embrace dunghills,” Lam. iv. 5, 
A voluntary ſelf-denial ſhould be occaſionally | 
impoſed, to preſerve ſome ' meaſure of inde- 
| penderice of what may foon be Fe 
loſt. 


We 


> 
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We proceed, 


II. Thirdly, to ire FIG directions how 
to avoid the | ſnares of Proſperity. 


- udge of worth by a proper ſtandard. 
The ſoul gives man a pre-eminence above 
beaſts. | You do not judge of a horſe by his 
| fine harneſs, When you form an eſtimate 
of character by outward circumſtances, you 
hſe the man entirely, When you behold a 
perſon in mean apparel, do not conclude, 
that he is neither wiſe nor happy: He may 
be both. The fear of Gop, and the love of 
men, are the qualities by which we are to 
judge of characters. Theſe are, in the fight 
of Gop, of great price: Our honour, or 
diſgrace, at the day of judgement, will de- 
pend on them ;—yea, a happy or miſerable 
eternity. Accuſtom [yourſelves to bow to 
merit, and not to wealth. Ignorant, and 
vicious opulence deſerves contempt, Keep 
yourſelves from idols. The golden os « is 
wie 2 0 10 
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| edly. Get acquainted with the ſnares of 
| Proſperity. The proſperous are * ſet in ſly. 


«< pery places,” Pſalm Ixxiti. 18. Conſult your 
own hearts; and obſerve what occurs in the 
world around you. Do you know any one, 
who, after great. ſucceſs, © diſcovers more 
chriſtian circumſpeCtion, and more deadneſs 
to the world? Confider what has been faid. 
In this world, the wicked, by Proſperity, are 
bloated with pride, and, in the next, ex. 
poſed to damnation. The chriſtian ſuſtains | 
great loſs: To frequently,” he facrifiſes the 
pleaſures. of communion with Gov, and 
edifying fellowſhip: with the Church. Gop 
receives leſs honour from him, as a witneſs: 
His conformity to the world, renders his | 
teſtimony for Gop leſs: diſtin&, and effica- 
cious: He is fo debaſed, by fleſhly 'indul- 
gences, that he ſcarcely maintains the ſupe- 
riority of the ſoul above the body. In 
proſperous ſcenes, we have ſeen the ſhield of 
the mighty vilely thrown away; the ſhield 
of one redeemed to be à King, as though he 
had not been anointed with oil. "David, 
in adverſity, had a tenderneſs of conſcience, 
"which made him regret) the cutting off Sau!'s 
ſbirt: 


7 + | 

ſeirt: But, when exalted, he ne to have 
been ſo hardened, even in the matter of 
Uriah, as not to have laid it to heart, until 
Nathan's meſſage recovered him to repent- 


zdly. Practiſe the duties of Proſperity. 
All endowments, natural or acquired, pro- 
vidential or gracious, are talents given by 
their Author, with the charge, Occupy 
« till I come.” The obvious duties of Proſ-. 
perity, are, humility and gratitude towards. 
Gop, Gen. xxxii. 10; 1 Cor. iv. 7. 1 9 
cit. 1, 2.3 moderation and temperance, as to 


paſſion towards men, Amos vi. 4. 1 John iii. 
17. Do not lay out all on yourſelves. At- 5 
tend to the charge addreſſed to the rich, 
iſt Timothy vi. 17, 18, 19. Such an ap- 


the ſincerity of your profeſſion ; and you 
will exemplify the power of the grace of 
Gop, Temperance, in a cottage, where 
there are only things necellary to. ſatisfy 


ſity than choice: 5 But temperance, amidſt 
Ei * 9s incen- 


ourſelves, 1 Cor; Vil. 30, 3 3 and com- 


plication of wealth, will be an evidence of 


hunger and thirſt, is the effect more of ne- 
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incentives to ſenſuality in Proſperity, to 
be ſerious and religious; — then to deſpiſe the 
ſplendid vanities of the world is virtue of 
a ſuperior order, 2 Chron. xvil. 3, 6. 


4thly, Exerciſe faith in Jesus CRRIsT. 
Being informed of what is valuable, and 
aware of your perſonal danger, and acquaint. 
ed with the indiſpenſable duties of your con- 
dition; you will be unable to eſcape the 
ſnares that lie in your way, without ſuper- 
natural ſuccours. A very little acquaintance 
with the world will bring to our notice, 
perſons, who not only know what is right, 
but can give good counſel to others, who arc 
themſelves without conduct: Their paſſions 
overcome their underſtandings. A lively! 
faith in C RIS, will ſave from the pemmi. 
cious influence of ſenſible objects: It wil 
ſhew us a 'better, and more enduring trea- 
ſure; for it is the Subſtance of things 
** hoped for,” Heb, xi. 1. Who is he that 
* overcometh the world, but he that be- 
* lieveth that Ixsus is the Son of Gov! 
3 John v. 5. It is by a believing regard 9 
| Gop' 8 . which are“ ea, and amen, 


5 «1 
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« m CHRIST, that we are made partakers 
| of a divine nature, and eſcape the corruption 
that is in the world, through luſt. - This 
important grace, exerciſed in contemplating 
the glorious perſon of the Savious, trans- 
| forms the ſoul, and obtains ſeaſonable ſup- 
| oy of the HoLy SpixIr; by whoſe aid, 
«. mortify the deeds of the body, and 
1 ele- All ſelf-deviſed methods of eſcape 
from the faſcinating power of the world, 
will fail; but the faith which leads us to 
glory in the croſs of CHRIST, will inſure to 
us a triumphant conqueſt, as well as to St. 
Paul, and thoſe primitive champions for the 
faith, who © overcame by the blood of 
the Lamb; and the” word of their teſti- 
cc N Ns - 1 


| ſerve, 


* * That proſperous men are rather to 

be pitied than envied. © Go to now, ye 
„rich men, weep and howl, for your” mi- 
© ſeries that ſhall come upon you.” James 
v. 1. In this world, you ſeldom enjoy the 


By way of Improvement, we may ob- wg 
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undiſturbed reſt of your labourers. . «« The 
e ſleep of a labouring man is {weet, whether 
6 he eat little or much: but the aburidance 
of the rich will not ſuffer him to ſleep,” 
Ecc. v. 12. Though haraſſed with painful 
anxieties in the world, you deſire to remain 
in it: But your wiſh will not be granted. 
The multitude of your riches, will not di- 
vert the King of Terrors from executing his 
commiſſion. The frantick ſoul, raving round 
it's clay tenement, will aſk in vain to be 
ſpared a little longer. Then * Be not thou 
afraid when one is made rich, when the 
glory of his houſe is increaſed : For when 
„he dieth, he ſhall carry nothing away: 
His glory ſhall not deſcend after him.“ 
Pſalm xlix. 16, 17. As for man, his 
66 days are as graſs: As a flower of the field, 
* fo he flouriſheth.” Pſalm ciii. 15: And 
He (ſays an elegant author) who alloweth 
* himſelf time to conſider how ſoon the 
* faireſt ſpring muſt give place to a burning 
„ ſummer, a blighting autumn, and a kill 
* ing winter; will no longer envy, but pit 


1 "we Kang verdure of the graſs, and the 
. * ſtil 
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« ſtill more tranſient glories of the flowers, 


Follow the men of unhallowed Proſperity 
into the inviſible world, and hear their Judge 


ſaying, Wo unto you rich! for you have 
received your conſolation.” In Hell they 
lift up their eyes, being in torments. 4 They 
aſk relief, Luke xvi. 24, but the inexorable, 
judge has placed an unpaſſable gulf, which 


forbids the conveyance even of a drop of 
water, to mitigate the torments of yonder 


Racks: . . 


Tp 


dy. Gop is ,wiſe and good in withhold- | 


ing Proſperity from many who aps after it. 


Weak parents, 8 0 the t 
deſires of their children, at the expence of 


their future advantage. Gop has pity for 


His childr en ; but it is united with wiſdom; ; 
therefore does He often hinder thoſe He loves, 


from obtaining what would clog their ſalva- 


| tion with difficulties ; or take away what He 
has beſtowed. . Others have their Proſperity 


embittered by perſonal or relatiye affliction; 4 


+ © x y Yo pe 1 be 
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and not ſeldom by a knowledge of the mor. 
tifying ſpeeches of the envious. In various 
ways, Gop can make the honey to wear a 
ſting, and the roſe a thorn; and plant a 
thiſtly ſorrow cloſe by the tree, under the 
ſhadow. of which, we are apt to expect unal- 
loyed pleaſure. Many who have been ex- 
poſed to danger, by affluence of riches, have 
experienced what the King of Iſrael con- 
feſſes, Pſalm cxix. 71. lt is good for me, 
that I have been afflicted ; thilk 1 * 
* learn thy ſtatutes. 


zaly. Let our meditations on this fabjee 
conclude with the excellent prayer, Give 
me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 
with food convenient for me : Leſt I be full, 
e and deny thee, and fay, Who 1s the Lozy? 
Or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the 
* name of my Gop in vain.“ Prov. . 
8 9. There is reaſon for prayer, becauſe 
„FThoſe things in Proſperity that attract us 
"Hh (fays Saurin) are golden chains, ſplendid 
5 puniſhments, brilliant priſons and dun- 
Mu geons. A private condition, a moderate 


10 , a few tried friends, a choſen cir- 
2 e «che 


* 


1 

« cle, virtuous relations, buſineſs to pre- 
« ſerve vigour of mind, without fatiguing 

c 5t;— This is an ineſtimable mediocrity, to 
e be preferred before the moſt glorious ſceptre, 
the beſt eſtabliſned throne, the moſt bril- 

« liant crown. . 


I ſhall conclude, with the advice of the 
immortal Bacon. Seek not proud riches ; 
* but ſuch as you may get juſtly, uſe ſo- 
e berly, diſtribute cheerfully, and leave con- 
* tentedly,” Gop grant us this grace. 
Amen. | 
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TATURAL « con turen, been, pro- 
feſſional ſtudies, and our eonnexions, 
may vatiouſly bias the mind, and determine 
our views on different ſubjects. I profeſs 
not to be ſuperior to the influence of theſe, 
in the judgement I form of the preſent ſtate 


of viſiting, among the  piofelſors of Feigion 
in London. | mY 
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| becauſe Terr with integrity and benevolence. 


cenſure that Wiſdom, which ſaid, in the be- 
© alone.” It is to ſpeak againſt what every 
him, as well as the conſtitution of things 


" viſits, are very numerous, and important. 
They may ſubſerve the increaſe of know- 
ledge; and many, who know little of books, 
have reaped no ſmall benefit, from walling 
with the wiſe : and perſons who have devoted 


( * 
1 ſhall, however, be pardoned my miſtake, 


Ee 


and what J have to offer on this topick, i; 
intended to profir, not to apbraid, or offend. 


To condemn all ſocial intercourſe, is to 


ginning, It is not good for man to be 


* 


man, naturally and innocently, feels within 


without him. The advantages of friendly 


time to. reading, and ſolitary meditation „ will 
acknowledge, they owe a great deal to ſocial 
converſe, even with thoſe who had not much 
to communicate; for intellectual Property 1 is 
r by circulation. 


| The e FAR, in 1 1 for 


"the exerciſes of thoſe graces which give a juſt 


FN to that name. The variety of eircum- 
ſtances 


+. 


ſtances in which our friends are placed, by 

inevitable vicilſitudes, call for, and improve, 

our ſympathy and liberality; our ſpirit of 
prayer and praiſe. Opportunities will offer, 
of weeping with them that weep, and of re- 
joicing with them that rejoice; and alſo of 
viſiting the fatherleſs and widows, in their 
afflidtion, and, by ſeaſonable alms, prac- 
tiſing one great duty of pure and undefiled 

$ religion, before Gop and the Far HER. In ; 
ſociety, we ſhall find means of humility and 
charity : There we may meet perſons, much 
wiſer than ourſelves; and bigotry will gra- 
dually vaniſh away, at the preſence of truth 
and excellence, in men, who were judged, 
without being own. Surely, that indul- 
gence to ſociety, which terminates in leaving 
our own little world, and gives a view of 
truth and goodneſs, in Gop's great world, 
1s not oply permitted, but 1s our bounden 
duty. 


A miniſter of religion, need not deem the 
time loſt, he devotes to friendly viſits. He 
will find living objections to truth and duty, 
which books will not ſupply. He learns, 
. 


I | 
what are the wants and dangers of his hear- 
ers, and can better ſpeak to the particular 
caſes of individuals, and make his diſcourſes 
more intereſting and uſeful. Moreover, by fa. 
miliar converſe, he conciliates regard, removes 
_ prejudices, and has an opportunity of borrow- 
ing the influence of others, where his own isde- 
| ficient, to ſerve the cauſe of Cus1sT and his 
poor. Thus, may ſociety contribute to the 
cultivation of the underſtanding; the im- 
provement of the heart; and the uſefulneſs 
of life. But are theſe the ends anſwered by |} 
the ſocial ſpirit of the age? Does it not flow 

from a wrong ſtate of mind ? Pride of perſon 

and attire, make many impatient of ſolitude : 

They are dreſſed, and muſt be ſeen. A mind, 

vacant as an empty room, through igno- 
rance, has no materials for ſatisfying and 
ennobling meditations. A heart indiſpoſed 
to devotion, and doing real good, anxioully 

looks out for relief, under the fatigues of 
| leiſure and idleneſs, in a circle, where dreſs, 
furniture, and faſhions, may be ſeen; cu- 
riofity gratified ; and an oblivion of guilt 
and ry obtained, . 


This | 


E 

This ſocial ſpirit, which, I fear, n. 
from evil, tends alſo to evil. The abſent are 
not infrequently ſcandalized : A fact, which 
was only a plain piece of wire, by paſſing 
through different hands, receives a head, a 
poliſh, and a ſharp point, to wound the re- 
putation of the innocent. Young tradeſmen 
are often involved in a ruinous expence of 
time and money; having been taught, by 
cuſtom, that viſiting will procure connexions, 
and connexions, buſineſs. They ſoon grow 
halt, and are weary of this path; yet they 
tread on, until embarraſſed circumſtances, 
and the flight of their dear five hundred friends, 
Ke. make their miſtake diſgracefully noto- 
rious. Do not, unfortunate men (as you 
are called) become clamorous againſt hard- 
hearted creditors. It is the ſaying of one, 
- whoſe ſituation qualifies to decide juſtly on 
the point, that, © For one cruel creditor, 
that appears in our Courts of Law, there 
are fwenty cruel debtors.” Sad deluſion! 
to ſubſtitute gay intercourſe, in the room 
of frugality in the family, and induſtry, in- 
 tegrity, and diſpatch, in the warehouſe ! 
Theſe virtues lead to ſucceſs, in 2 way tend- 
a ng 


1 
ing to general advantage - but diffipation, 
and unwarrantable and deſperate ſchemes 
of ſpeculation, are precipitating into ruin, a 
country, which has been aggrandized by the 
virtuous conduct of it's commereial tranſ- 
actions. | 


/ 


Did the melancholy effects of the preſent 
mode of viſiting, terminate in temporal de- 
triment, our regret might be moderate. But 
who can refrain from paſſionate lamentation, 
that views the injury done to the immortal 
ſoul? The mind, for want of well. ſpent re- 
tirement, is deprived of acquaintance with 


80D and itſelf, and the fatisfactions * home- 
ſociety. 


When a few hours receſs from Jowieltick 

engagements, and the hurry of the ware- 
| houle, can be obtained, the enquiry is, Who 
all dee vit? Or, Who foall doe receive? 
Then, powdered, ſcented, furbelowed, and 
flounced, they are prepared to, exhibit the 
body, to ſtarve. the mind, and forego 
improvement, and the ſoothing delights of 
domeſtick life; by turning their backs on 
. N EE ole 
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books and cloſet, and prattling children, to 
ſeek abroad, that happineſs, which 1 is a bome- 
born, _ frefide a bom 985 


This exceſs, and ill conduct, of what is 
termed friendly viſiting, account for the de- 

cay of family religion. If perſonal religion, 
in its power, be unknown, and unſought 
by the Heads of families; the moſt important 
intereſts of children, and ſervants, will be 

neglected. Reading the Scriptures, and 
prayer to Gop, are duties which conſcience 

and utility urge in vain. Why complain of 
untoward children, and degenerate ſervants? 
Leet your reſentments terminate on yourſelves. 
Have not what you have done, and omitted, 
taught them, that getting, and ſpending N 
money; and dreſſing, to pay and receive vi- 
ſits, or attend places of faſhionable amuſe- 
ment, are the firſt concerns of man? What 5 

avail the gloomy duties of a Sabbath evening, 

when the ſpirit of the father and maſter, the 
mother and miſtreſs, is manifeſtly the ſpirit 
of this world, and their converſation ſavouring 
of its maxims, and their actions regulated by | 
them ? nes 
Are 


$1] 


Are the ſhepherds of the flock untainted 


by this evil practice Exceſs of Viſiting? Do 


they exhibit, in the parlour, lucid proof of 
ſincerity in publick preaching, and a firm belief 


of what they teach ? Iam aware, the ground 
I tread. is facred; and wiſh not wantonly to 
cenſure, but rather to draw a veil over the 
nakedneſs of my fathers and brethren; ſen- 
ſible how much I want the covermyy of cha- 


rity myſelf. 


| None will deem 1 me e impertinent, in x aſking 


1 nalen without n 


hp a not 250 e grave Miniſters be⸗ 
trayed into levity and flattery, in company, 
which take off the edge of their ſolemn and 
Z pointed adarefies 1 in Wa 5 


8 Are hey not er n by the 
trifling ſpirit of mixed ſociety, than gaining 


an aſcendancy over it, to general edification! 


Are they not, owing to a devoting of their 


5 time to ſocial intercourſe, frequently hurried 


into 
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into the pulpit, without previous | and ſuffi» 
cient e N 


Unſtrung and diffipated by ſociety, do 
they not often preach old ſermons to their 
flock ? Do not ſome ſtoop to be news- carriers; 
and, by divulging the familiar manners, and 
private occurrences of families, ſow diſcord, 
and ſeparate chief friends? Are there grave 
and learned Clerks, who thus degrade them- 
ſelves ? I impute the affirmative of theſe in- 
terrogatories to none. Every Miniſter has a 
tribunal in his own boſom; and he will ſtand 
before another ſhortly, from which he will 

be diſmiſſed, to {| ſpend an eternity, according 
to the manner in which he has N his 7 
time, 


lt is partial friendſhip * points out . 
defects, without ſhowing their remedy. 


The following rules are recommended, 
| and, by the obſervation of them, our lives 
may be Jett; without being a! 45 e 


The 


Lese 


The heart muſt contain, or be diſpoſed to 
receive, a good treaſure, in order to ſocietys 
being uſeful. Empty veſſels, by aſſociating, 
can never fill each other. Let the word 
* of CyRr1sT dwell in you richly, in all wiſ- 
dom; teaching and admoniſhing one ano- 
* ther in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs, ſinging with grace in your hearts 
d unto the Lok PD.“ Col. iii. 16. St. Paul 
thought knowledge and benevolence, qua- 
lifications for profitable | intercourſe, where 
he ſays, © I am perſuaded of you, brethren, 
* that ye, alſo are full of goodneſs, filled 
With all knowledge, able alſo to admoniſh 
one another,” Rom. xv. 14. * Let your 
« converſation be with grace, ſeaſoned with 
„ falt;” this will preſerve it from corrup- 
tion, and heighten it's flavour. Proper, 
; and dependance on Gob, will make our know- 
ledge practical, and our benevolence a0 
tive. 


While there is an attention to our own 
hearts, caution ſhould be uſed in the choice 
of our connexions, The example of Dai 


juſt be imitated; who ſays, I am a com- 
| « panjon of all them that fear thee, and of 
them that keep thy precepts.” Pfalm exix. 
63. Secular obligations will, doubtleſs, con- 


racters very different from theſe * But, when 
duty calls them, they may expect to be pre- 
ſerved from evil, if their ſtay be no longer 
than the diſpatch of buſineſs requires. In 
voluntary friendly viſits, all cannot act alike. 
A warm vigourous diſciple, may venture with | 
ſafety, where another would be chilled into 
cowardice, and facrifiſe the chief ornament 
of a chriſtian, corfiffenty. ** Let your mode- 
% ration be known unto all men.” In vi- 
ſiting, this is a precept of great conſequence. 
He was truly wile, who ſaid, Withdraw 
« thy foot from thy neighbour's houſe, leſt 
„be Wael weary of thee.” Prov. xxv. 17. 
Weary, through the want of a wiſe choice 
in the ſeaſon, and moderation im the number, 
and "am an viſits. Fs N 
It! is not unlawful to decline a conterhon, 
here the evil“ we receive, is more in pro- 
e portion, 5 


ſtrain chriſtians into the company of cha- 


HT 
portion, than the good we communicate 
Where the point of uſefulneſs cannot be 
gained, Wiſdom ſays, Ker reas; for time is 
an invaluable talent; it is ſhort; and the 
day of reckoning, with our abſent Loxy, 
advances faſt, An ever-preſent. ſenſe of 
this, will ſtimylate, to a, converſation be- 
coming ſaints, and prevent 6c fooliſh. talking 
* and jeſting, which are not convenient,” | 
Eph. v. 3, 4. At; that day of final recom- 
pence, we ſhall hear of paſt converſations, 
perhaps now forgotten by us. I ſay unt 

you, that every idle word that men ſpeak, 

_ © they ſhall give account thereof, in the 
day of judgement.” Matt. xi. 36, 37. 
Then ſhall all thoſe who. have lived, and vi- 
ſited, and talked i in the fear of Gop, know, 

1 Je ſaw. them, with a delighted eye, 

; and. heard them, with an approving ear. 
“ Then they that feared the Loxp, ſpake 
often one to another; and the Logo 
« hearkened, and heard it, and a book of 
0 remembrance was written before Him, for 
* them that feared. the Lok, and thought 
C2 "0000: Ha name, Al * ſhall h 
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[© 1] OI I 
« ſaith the Loxp of HosTs, in that day 

« when I make up my jewels; and I will 

« ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his own 

« ſon that ſerveth him.” Malachi iii. 
16, 17. . e Th 
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